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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
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The Black Dicarf to Mr. Lambton. 
GUN THE REFORM DINNER AT TIE LONDON TAVERN. 


Sir, “ 

The professions you have mede, and the exertions 
veu ave about to make in favour of Reform, are the jus- 
tification of the present address. | believe you sincere : 
aud those who have the pleasure of your acquaintance, 
feelare you are equally liberal in your sentiments :-—that 
you have no d tread of falling below the standard of «hu- 
Pranity, as a necessrry consequence of evabling ot hers to’ 
reach that slandard:—and that: you held.in “utter con~ 
tempt the systert of governmert, ‘hich, in sublime 
soe kery, has beercailed “ the envy and admiration of 
: * Lhe world !"— wher, im point of fact, for an abandon= 

2ent of all principle, an opposition to tte public will, 
sh A disreyy ard of the public 4 veal, ne system can be 
found its ‘parallel. No single dine t ever produced so 
mueh mise ‘y—ever seeasioned such general privation— 
ever carried financial plunder toa greater extreme—or 
ever rendered a nation So impotent, by the exhaustion, 
wid anticipation of its resources. That you are‘satisfied 
of this, | do not doubt; nor can If doubt your disposifion 
to meet its operations wherever iwey can be met. Lhold 
yi OL V1, Na. Ld, 
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ihe system, as the natural enem Mf of the nation. anid thy 

ONLY watural enemy the nation ever had. This, | 
shall take it for granted, is also your OPINION ; and the 
motive you assign tor now taking the jead in an allack 
upon the system, is as hor ourable to yourself, as it is 
otherwise to the persons to whom it alludes, viz.: “* that 
“no individuaé connected with that party to which you 
had attached yourself, was ewelluig to come forward, 

and to assure the people, that he sy my thized in their 
suffering.” i will pass over the complime niary phrase 
that you were grouvd to belong to a party, which did 
not contain one inan Whe was willing to sympathize 
with public distress ; and proceed io examine the force 
with which you are preparing: to attack the many-head- 

ed hydra, which re welled in the public spoil ! 

The causes tur Reform you fairly assign. You say. 
every species uf corruption, however gross, ant dis- 
gusting, is vindicated with unblushing ellrontery, in 
“* that assembly, where it ought to be the most s overely 

“ punished :”—you add— the utrocious Massacre at 
““ Manchester, was passed over in utter and contemp- 
“ tuous silence, in that pl@se where the complaints o! 
“the people ought to be registered, and their wrongs 
‘ redressed.”—These are ample general grounds for an 
attempt to make the House ef Commons return to its 
original character ; and be again the shepheid of the 
people, instead of seeing them fleeced by the robber, and 
handed over to the butcher, with so little — 
But who are the people of whom you speak? This is 
an enquiry which it is necessary you should make more 
rigidly, than you have yet appeared to do, before you 
actually sound the charge for an attack upon the bo- 
roughmongers. It is the more necessary for you to do 
this ; not because you have neglected enquiry, but be- 
cause your enquiries have not gone far enough, to lead 
you to proper conclusions. You have sealed the mental 
Alps, to a height, from which _ can see around you. 
But you have Oriy a partial view; and that view pre- 
sents an aspect which will aos ‘e you. ‘fhe papers re- 
port an envy e of ree false conciusion, in the following 
words, hich are atiributed to you :—* The wiaddleng 
x ultases of the pepulation, ihe very stnews of the na- 
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tun, are easer and destrous of Beform, and are re- 
‘proaching Jour represenialives for the indifference 
‘and apathy, with which they treat the subject.” It 
would be dificult fo find se few words, in which were so 
many erroneous ideas Unfortunately, the meddle 
Jasses of society have been subjected to the opera- 
tion of such a erinding system of oppression — for 
so many years, that those whe ought to swell the 
middle ranks are reduced to a scale of degra- 
dation, of which the lowest were went to be asnamed. 
There is another reason, and that x most powerful onc, 
which has degraded what remains vf the middle classes, 
f with some exceptions) even below pauperisin, nay beg- 
garv itself in character. Mere fatal has been the Pitl 
system, lo ihe national character, even than the national 
prosperity ; fer while it ruined the mass, il left to few 
the means of keeping their ground, who would not em- 
Syace its corruptions, and ally themselves fo ats vices. 
Its principle was to buy all the talent, and corrupt all 
the virtue, within tts reach. it gave premiums to the 
vicious out of the plunder of the virtuous :-—and, in fact, 
it opened no door to worldly respectability to those, who 
refused to pass through the portals ef the unhallowed 
temple which it erected to human depravity: The tor- 
rent of accident carried some few to eminence, in its de- 
spite ; but in such trifling numbers, as to render its ge- 
neral triumph over independence perfect, and complete. It 
drove virtue and inlevrity, if not out of doors, at least to 
the shelter ef the gerret, the cellar, and the workhouse. 
By rendering industry wravailing, it substituted cun- 
ning in its stead. It was no longer who deserved to 
vise, but who could stoop to rise, who obtained any ele- 
vation. It is certain that by far the great majority of the 
middle classes, who can boast, of comforis, have derived 
them from the ruin of their neighbours. The general 
storm has brought some portion of the wrecks to their 
door ; and all their sympathies for the sufferers are lost 
in the appropriation of the spoil. And besides, what has 
been thus gained is as precarious, as the possessions of 
those whom the system has ruined ; and it must be kept, 
by measures as mean, as those by which it was gained. 
The Tories haye now been in place for more than half 
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a century This i another cause for the decradation « 
the middle classes. Having had the meaus of success iy 
their hands so loug, nearly all the local authorities are in 
their hands, and the enormons ex opting and patronag 
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asthe vaflon. En nearly every town, there exists a regu- 
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which is even stronger than the despotism of fear. | 


have Known a cowardty venal shopkeeper, who was 
worth twenty or thirty thousand pounds, tremble like an 
aspen, when requested to vole for a pooular enndidate, 
to whom in private he had professed the same principles, 
lest some ‘Tory sob ner shonld go elsewhere, for his 


. 


groce ws isa fine sample of the 1 respoctubhiddy ol 
the air lle classes? and of the security whieh the pub- 
lie liberty would receive, by being placc ad in their hatds. 
And this instance is only one of a million proafs of Tory 
ascendancy over those who are its slaves from interest. 
ft has nade wealth its cod, and slavery its bigh-pries! 
and ail who would partake of its advaniages must be ils 
Blaves. 
sat whi! Ne every fool, and every knave are the nutri 

rubjects of Tory ascendancy, it is much to be regretted 
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shat another, and almost as powerful influence exists over 
numbers of the middle classes, who are Wise enough to 
eo its evils, and yet want courace to Oppose them. 
Jlousaads are every day condemning the system, and 


irvine otters to oppose if, who say ° they cannot inter- 
* fere then hs — e mY a il will net ao for them to v a ‘ for- 
“ ward !?-—* they will make themselves enemies !’?— 


‘they do not Hike fo dispute with their neighbours !’?— 
they wish very heartily fora reform, but they eannot 

.' appe arin ibs they have no ohjection to subscribe, 
“aN aD ¢ ekteausianiy case, but they cannot vive their 
~nanies:—there is a potuid note, say from A. BE!” 
wich portious of the mitdie classes seldom vote at alls 

af an cleetion—er they give ome vole for conselence- 
sake, and another for the sake of cusisae’ Such men, 
instead of being sérems of the nation, are amon zits 
yrey hairs, and are sure fore-runners of its decay. You 
will not here understand me to speak of those whose ezr- 

‘once Would be at stake, did they enrol themselves 
amone the oper enemees “of corruption ; but who yel 
render reform all the secret service which their situa- 
ficns enable them. Such men are invaluable, in such a 
system as ours :—and perhaps the warfare avainst abuses 
could not be effectui lly maintained wit thoul them. 
speak only of those, who might be independent if they 
would—who wanl nothing but coura ink to ena ble ian 
tu he honest and efficient friends of reform ! 

li is not correct that the middle classes bave ever 
shown an eager desire for reform, They may possess 
that eager desire; but it certainly has not been mani- 
fested, ina Way that should have ¢ haracterised, either men 
who desired freedom, or knew what it was. Thal class 
never did its duty, either to itself, or to society. It has 
been always the sport of faction, and the contempt of 
power; and, in all countries the middle class has been 
the instrument by which tyranny has been consolidated. 
It is necessary to state there are many exceptions, that 
the really honest may not feel insulted; but the general 
rile is-—give a mana few pounds and you make him a 
have to the system, which he is toid will secure it. 
; and were | to sit in judgment 
a tyrant, 1 would allow as satisfactory, and conclu- 


Pvyrants have one excuse 
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sive in his favour, that excuse Which Cassius made fo, 
Cesar— 
66 nmnme (TP were vo wolf, 
Bat that he knew the Ronans were butsheep! 
lie were no hound, were not the Romans hinds ? 


It is fashionable with republican speakers, and repub- 
lican writers, to rail at tyranny ; When in fact » they 
should rail at the corardice, and want of public spirit, 
that gives Jirth, and suck to tyranny:—to abuse the 
puppets in authority, instead ef the eant of spirit that 
permits the apes to ‘play— 


aL such fantastic tricks before hich heaven— 
As make ec’en angels weep.” 


Montesqien says justly, that, “ virtue is the soul 
* of a republic which is § sayiny', in other words, that 
virtue is the soul of guod government ; and that those 
who have not virtue, ave unworthy cf good government, 
A wise, virtuous, and brave people could not ‘be enslaved, 
nor would they submit to the slightest encroachments 
upon their liberty. itis vce that enslaves them—the 
love of ersnaeiese: ease—the possession ofa transitory 
luxury—the appeal to the baser passions- -these are the 
fyranés, tit maintain the authority of the master tyrant, 
by arming the base, the venai, and the ignorant, against 
the wise and disinterested portion of society. And the 
influence of these despots, is almost solely confined to the 
muddle classes, to whom you propose to confide the 
freedom of the community! This is not the conclusion 
of the enquiring mind of Mr. Lambton. It is the in- 
formation you have received from some one who is 
anxious you should be misled! It is from some Whig 
sign-post Aen have been directed on this path to free- 
dom, to which it does net lead; and by following — 
you will 6 only so much the further out of the way 

The fatal influence of even in: wvinary wealth over - the 
minds of those who are in the way of its temptation is 
as evident as tt need be! Notwithest: anding the venality 
of the privileced classes, who are absurdly called efectors 
in this ae it gs certain ihat a starving wretch could 
be sogner Won, by an appeal to iis sense of honor, to re: 
plush thie ity which is offers uf ies Ht thonehk a were 
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, oreater sum than he could ever hope to call his own, 
shan the réch, respectable, nay honorable, or right 
»onorable patron of a borough, could be induced to re- 
mquish the profts of his base usurpation, though 
yeither his comforts, nor even his luxuries woulu be at 
all impaired by the loss. The richest towns are always 
ihe easiest prey to an invading enemy. The care of 
wealth prompts every sacrifice to secure it, which still 
fails of the desired effect; but never suggests the cou- 
rave to refuse compromise, and rests its defence upon 
the bravery ot ils PoOssessors. 

The real strength of a nation is, that all should be 
nabled to procure the means of rendering life desirable, 
Peyond this, wealth isan absolute curse :-—and to make 
property the measure of qualifications fer freedom, is to 
lace liberty in the hands of those who have neither 
.pirit to defend, nor reason to enjoy its blessings. 

What an anomaly of terms! You propose to emanci- 
pie THE PEOPLE, by putting their rights in the 
hands of the Avuseholders. A departure from principle 
‘s always attended with some absurdity. Pray, Sir, 
would you refuse a vote to Mr. Jeremy Bentham, be- 
cause he did not chuse to burthen a mind exclusively 
devoted to the melioration of his fellow-creatures with 
the cares ofa household! It would be speaking within 
the limits of accurate calculalien, if I were to say that 
three-fourths of the active déterary, and general talent, 
of the metropolis, exists among those who would not be 
found in your schedie of electors, as householders! In 
li large iowns, the case would be similar. It is the 
known practice of thousands to take houses, that they 
may é7ne by letting them out to others! Yet sucha 
mau is to have a vote; while a lodger as wise, and as 
rich, as Me. Ricardo, might occupy his first floor, pay 
him twice bis annual rent; and be refused a participa- 
tion in the exercise of the elective franchise, because he 
Was nol a householder. A house is not a necessary 
quelification for any other office in the state. The Lord 
Chancellor might, if he pleased, live in lodgings. Many 
inerabers of parliament are not house-keepers; yeta 
quabtication is required from a voter, which is not ne- 
rossaryvain a eenator' The folly of the principle is too 
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apparent for comment ; andthe pleas in its favor, are go 
many bad apologies, for the departure fren principle, 
This you will shortly discover ; for you will tind the ho- 
nourable house as hostile to householders, as they are to 
universal suffrage. Such a measure, though it would 
not secure public liberty, would unhinge the present 
scheme of corruplion, and embarrass, aud remove the 
present corrupters, 1 would be fata: te them, in two 
Ways; as rendering tie nivans of corruption more ex- 
tenslv ely esseni iad: > and de rh: ding m new < Lrranyvement 
of the modes of application. This would destroy the 
present administration ; andit wil shaiseuiliones be opposed 
as decidedly, and treated as contemptuously, as any pro- 
position made by Sir fF. Burdett. Of this you must be 
aware, There are some few members who have honesty 
enough to vote for your motion; but thereare a majority 
among the party With whom you are accustomed to di- 
vide, who will be found in the ranks of your opponents. 
You musi fee/, that to draw up, and present a petition 
to the rats in your barn, requesting them nof to eat any 
more corn, would be jJustas wise, and quite as effectual, 
as:applying to the Louse of Communs to adopt any plan 
of reform, which would annibilate the interests of’ those 
who must carry the question, if it were carried at all. 
The ONLY onsecr of your motion, then, must be to 
speak to the people—to direct public attention to the 
only means of salvation—and to embody the public sen- 
timent so decidedly in favour of reform, that the public 
at large shall orpaIN the necessary reform, by the 
unanimous expression of rrs wiLL! There is no other 
object to be gained, by the discussion. You are aware 
that when Lord John Russell proposed that housekeepers 
of 101. per annum should be the electors at Leeds, the 
henorable house substituted 20]. and thus disfran- 
chised more than half ef the class. Would it listen at 
all to your proposal, which it weld not; you are aware 
it would emasculate it, in the same inanner, It holds 
ihe power, at present, to do as it pleases; and it is not 
the meddling classes, nor the householders, ALONE, 
who can ever teach it that iis power is unsafe, You 
must speak to the people, or you speak in vain. There 
is not a man who is not interested in the question, snd 
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“nti you can present the united mass tothe borougk- 
monyers, yOu would reason in vain, though you had the 

- tongue of an angel,” and could perform miracles in sup- 
port of your doctrines: The ministers know what the 
middling classes are. They'know their timidity, and the 
unmeanipg inetiectua! wren of their movements. 
Turn, Sir, te the exertions made in defence of the Queen, 
whont both tie Aigher and the neddéing classes s feared 
to approach, until the way had been re as safe, as it 
was honourable, by the “* Lewrr erpers!” 

You are candid enough to say, that you dispute not 
the theoretical excellence of the principles of these who 
advocate a wider extension of suffrage! but you doubt 
of their praetic able applicability to existing circumstances, 
and passine emergencies. This is fair, reasonable, and 
honest. ‘The factions arrayed acainst Reform, are for- 
midable in position, and appointed. They hold the for- 
litied places, and the standing armies. They will resist, 
as long, and as resolutely, as : thie ‘y can, any attack ; : avid 
will be most Jeud in their denunciations of Radical Re- 
furm, beeause they knew Radical Reform would collect 
the greatest pumber of their opponents. But will they 
he less upon their defence against any minor attacks. 
Would an e nemy allow you to take his positions in de- 
tail, wilh greater good will, than he would surrender the 

citadel at once, because you brought a smaller force to 
the attack. if your motion could be carried—if it were 
possible to calculate upon its suceess—the case would be 
different. The Reformers would wait the result of your 
experiment ; and uf the evil were remettied, though 
they might not subscribe to the principles, as abstract- 
edly ut they might be content with the good they 

sought, though derived from other, and in part, objec - 
fronable meaus. But, from this candour en your part, 

may we not expect, when you shall | have discs ered: that 
Your propos! Ban is net more practicakle, while it is 
founded less on reason, and justice, you wi Hl endeavow 
ty supply the deliciened of popular power, by directing 
ALL the poputar ene roles to the accomplishment of the 
adage ot tect ? You will meet will no obstruction 
from the friends of Radical Reform. They cannot jor 
7 the: dema? and , but they will not refuse to take ia part 


a oh = ; . : ‘ ’ sh. . 
oF payment, all they can vbtain. iY nothing is to be 
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had-—it the puble debtors put you at detiance—if the, 
dispute your claim, and reject your compromise —the 
public will have reason to sippPase | vou Ww ily shew them no 
farther lenity, but make commen cause wiih the public 
ATASL CCH. 

There ts ene pecn!s ent y noticeable at the dinner; which 
is, iat die neme of 1 £ig was carefully omi itled. The 
toasts were “Air, Whitbread, and the Reformers of 
** Nuddiesex :7’-—* Mir. Aiderman Wood, and the Re- 
* formers of London ,’—and so forth. T LIS WAS Wise 
and cone hating. It was an amende henorarile whic 
the Reformers had a right to expect, in expiation of the 
torrents of abuse they had berne from the interested un- 
derlings, who called themselves W hivs ; for no other rea- 
son, but because the errors and vices of the Whigs as a 
party, had been the subject of fair, and argumentative 
censure. You, Sir, need not be informed that the vraml 
dispute between the W hivs and the Reformers, ts not 0 
much that the fee ssed principles of the W hige were 
bad, as that they did not act upon the principles Which 
they did profess. It is high time, however, the epithet 
was discarded. Its origin was not very reputable ; = 
the sins committed under its shelter, have made its life 
worse than its pedigree. Let me not. however, be un- 
derstood to exait Toryism, by the censure of Whiggism. 
i agree with Paine, that “ there is a dignity in the warm 
- passions of a Whig, Which is never to be found in the 

“ cold malice of a Tory. In the one, nature is only 
* heated—in the other she is moisoned. The instant the 
“* former has it in his power to punish, he feels a diposi- 
** tion to forgive; but the canine venom of the latter 
‘“* knows no relief but revenge.” It is clear while the 
one character is the ewors/, that the jatter is not the best. 
To avoid it is, therefore, an act of wisdom; and in this 
instance it was ayoided, with much dexterity, and pri- 
dence. Reform is growing to maturity. Whiggism has 
Jong since passed its meridian. 

The letter of Sir F. Burdett to the meeting*, (and few 


= — 











* It will be gratifying to mang of our readers to preserve so a0i- 


mated a description of the pretended peoples’ house! we therefore 
insert it :— 


© King’s Bench, Apr il 4, 1821. 


“Gentlemen,—You will not, Tom sure, doubt the sincerity wath 
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will dispute ita accuracy, however libellous, that is, how. 
ever excellent, it may be,) sudicienlly demonstrates that 
something more ts necessary, to promote the cause of 
reform, than dinner parties,and motions, and petitions. If 
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meeting of this day. IMfy heart is, however, amongst yeu, and my 
mind altogether in the great cause you are met to promcte. That cause 
has been supported by so ninch ability, acute reasoning, and profound 
laarning, that it bafles ingenuity to offer any thirg importantly new 
upon the subject. Nordo Inow take up my pen with the vain hope 
of doing any thing more than expressing my respect for the gentlemen 
assemblec. Indeed, the question is itself so plain, and has been so ela- 
borately set forth and illustrated that, to use the slang of the honour. 
ible house, “ the people out of doors,” the profane vulgar, perfectly 
understand it, Forin this enlightened age and country, no one, [ 
take it, 13 SO ignorant as not to know that to have, is to have, which is 
the whole of this subject—that if what I acquire, either by good fortune 
or by the sweat of my brow, another can take from me without my owr 
consent, itis not my property but his; that in that case I am only te- 
nant at will; and that if any men or set of men can make laws to im 

prison my person, to which £ have never consented, nry person is as 
insecure 28 my property; in other words, that. ‘ Ifberty and property,’ 
the watch words of our forefathers, are sounds as senseless and empty 
as the beating of a drum—as * sounding brags, or a tinkling cymbal.’ 
Gentlemen, that Mr. Canning—Ii mention him as the champion of the 
party—a part forthe whole—should deterd to the uttermost.a system, 
by the hocus pocus tricks of which he and his family get so much pub 
lic money, C2u cause neither me nor ary other man surprise or anger ; 


‘ For ’tis their duty all the learned think, 
‘ ‘Jo espouse that cause by which they eat and drink.’ 


“Tyo I therefore say that the House of Commons is corrupt? Not f, 
tudeed, even though I should run no risk of being transported: neo 
such thing, they are true to the interest of those who send them. ‘£ The 
ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master’s crib ;? and they at least 
equal the ox and the ass in knowledge and virtue, and are moreover 
‘uperior tothe Jews; for they do know their Maker. I will boldly 
adduce their example as proof undeniable of benefits the people would 
dertve froin appoiuting their own representatives, seeing that these gen- 
tlemen are ever true to their own andtheir patron’s interest. This iden. 
tity of interest keeps all smocth; and the public may rest assured that 
the same cause will ever produce the same effect; and that, whenever 
the public shall have the appointment of their own House of Commons, 
the public expenditure will be controlled, the public burdens dimi- 
nished, the public money applied to public purposes, and the public hap- 
Piness and prosperity, in other words, ‘ liberty and property’ secured ; 
and not till then. In the meantime I take this opportunity, of ex- 
pressing my satisfaction atthe cause being in such good hands; and to 
add, that the reformers may always command, such as they are, my 
services in any way or situation which they can think useful—vel duce, 
vel milite, me utemini. 
‘6 T remain, gentlemen, 
‘Your most obedient servant, 
© PRANCIS BURDETT,” 
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* hiherty and property” are sounds 9s empty as the 
‘ heating of a drum—as sounding brass, or a bokling 
cymbal :’ "—if “‘ they are frue to those w ho send them? 
and they are not sent by the people, how CAN they lis- 
ton to the public prayers, or to your motion 
The public. It is they whe have to decide the matter. 
Not tor the peop le, bait for those parties fo whese interests 


a 


b} favor Of 


i / } A ta : & } : : 
tney are °° tr ue. pnecnature cof the system is weil 
enough understood. The nation dit not need the dis- 


missif of Lord Fife, to prove that the ministry would not 
suficr their dependents to do otherwise than they were cr- 
dered. ‘That the system works well, the public are ready 
to admit -—and to crhom it works well, the public are 
perfectly aware. Ub it quile unnecessary te dwell on these 
points. itis not the vatiere of th diseasethe public are 
i search ef, but the weéans of neni: and upon this 
topic, at the late dinner, only Dr. Lushington ventured 
to touch *. It is evident, to these means the nation 


cect bce cr i a —o - 





* 8 Dr. dushington considered parliamentary reform as the wit-u- 
portant question, It it failed, every pop ulur measure tailed 5 if i¢ succecd- 
ed, all the prosperous events which th y expected would be realized, aud, 
what was a bove all other advantages, tnost valuable freedom of writing 
and acung would result fromit. So jong as his pen or his tongue could ex- 
pese bim to transpoitation, he mast consider himself a slave, and his aitaci- 
meiit to Britain must be mangled, contaminated, and debased, (Shouts of 

applause.) There were now but two alternatives: the last remaining spark 
ot liberty must be quenched, or tle voice of the people must be heard like 
thunder at a distance, and force reform in the House of Commons. It was 
aiineckery and delusion to think that they would reform themselves other- 
wise. On vo occasion was that house found to feel with the people—ihe 
people, he alist trembled when he uttered the word—for it had been reng 
in hisears, not to speak of the people, but forsooth ot his Majesty's sub- 
jects, as if the term poopie were fureign to the eers of Eng} ishmen,—as if 
the terms and niceties of despotism were ad. ipted in this couutry—as if 
nrc eels 1m was not to be assumed in a land which boasted of the sufferings 
of their ancestors in the Cause of liberty. Kae he would speak of the peopie 
asfong as God wou - vive re i voice and mness to utter the word, if it 
vere upon a scaffold, to WHICH HE MIGHT BE CONDEMNED BY MEN MADE 
JUDGES FOR ({EIR POLITICAL OFTNiONS, AND FOR THEIR ABANDONS 
MENT OF PRINCIPLI—FOR THEIR INNOVATIONS ON JUSTICE—-FOR 
RAVING ADVOCATID EVERY SiIDEIN PARLIAMENT—FOR HAVING BEG* 
GED AT EVELY DOOK 3 AND WHO SUMMED UP—LIKE JUDGES ¢ aid BUT 


LIKE ADVOCATES, WHUSE CAUSE AND SUCCESS DEPENDED ON THE ISSUE 
OP THE TRIAL! Wouid any man tell him why the meeting was d: pr ived of 
the oresei.ce of the Hon, Bart... the member for Westminster, whose triad 


‘ 


? +2) +4 water A ; ‘ ee a, i aseeees , 
would PEMUSTR Zr ve Ylesting d?: UTaACE L% rh QAUNQIS CH » ad eel Fence 


4 } . ‘ . if 
tus ster where fe Vos Well 
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QUiS trias HG PNECH trepslerrea SFO West: ‘ 
known, and agere, if thicre Wes Aahnyv cnence, that offence had been compil- 
eae] “ee ae FY vs Sask ot ibid. jab sadbce ’ § nes va 
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spust be driven; and the course for wisdom to pursue, 

is fo prepare the WHOLE PEOPLE for the duty which de- 

volves upon them. Try the eflect of your motion, then, 

Sir, feel the pulse of the Honourable House ; and satisfy 
all your remaining doubts, if you have any, as to whe- 
ther any Keforme “will be accepiable to the faction that 
holds the reins of power. Let Lord John Russel] also, 
offer as many motions as he will, to endeavour to ac- 
commodate his made dishes to their palate, Try all pos- 
sible means of making the honourable members speak 
out:-—and whea you have convinced yourself, that mo- 
derate relorm is cupracticable—that no compromise of 
principle, no abatement of right, will render any propo- 
sala jot the more palatable—tlen, come ferward,— fix 
voursel? on those eternal principles of justice, which 
command respect, even if they fail of success—and upor 
which you can fairly demand the support of the whole 
empire. The people will answer your call, though the 
housekeepers will not. The public will be alive | to the 
public interest; but it is in vain to expect any class can 
effectually corabat for the public rights. The narrow 
policy prescribed by party must eventually be abandon- 

cd; for power has contrived to seat itself beyond the 
reach of party. The lamentable experience of half-a- 
cenlury must have taught the most sanguine Whig, that 
the influence of the party is gone for ever. The highest 
talenis oniy render its imbecility the more apparent. It 
is ouly by a re-union with the public, that any effect can 
be produced upon the phalanx of corruption, and that 
union can only be effected upon public grounds. Rea~ 
son, pelicy, and prudence, all point out the course to be 
pursued. i remain, yours, Wc. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 











senerited another corruption, namely—the corrupuon of the administra- 
ion of yustice. Nota petition was presented to that house but some mem- 
ber stood up to taunt the people ; ; the taste and delicacy of some gentlemen 
was so refined, that they thought the table of the house ought not to be pol- 
luted with the petitions of an aggrie ved pe ople. If Lord Grey came Ito 
Clice to-morrow he must betray his duty to the country, or be ejec ted with 


Osgrace. He (Dr. Lushington) should sit in a corner, 7 to witness the 
C)} bled * uf rf nthe tue AR whon he re “pe Cc ted and esteemed, for no public lose 
“43 9O freat as the 1053 of charac ter on th c pea irt of those iw whoa the pi ub! lis 


Piaced coundcuce.”? 
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P. S.—Atter the failure of your motion, [ will take 
the liberty of pointing out to you, a method of encoun- 
tering the system, which would be effeetual. [hold that 
every man ‘who deems it injurious to the country, is 
bound to oppose it, by all safe, and effectual means : ang 
that a quaker could pay tythes, and war taxes, willingly, 
as honestly, as any one could volunta rily contribute any 
thing to the aid of a system, which has sapped the foun- 
dation of every national interest. Mr. Crees ay, to whom 
the nation is much indebted fer his expesure of this 


dreadful svstem, Was never more happy than when he 
ud, 


“at would be a singular, but perhaps not useless, sight to see some real 
delegates of the people at the bar of the Hleuse. They would say, ‘ Gen- 
tlemen tristees, We see that we can get nothing by our Petitions, and we 
come to talk with you, because we have a shrewd sus picion that you make 
avery good ihing of us. (Cheers.) We see, by Reforts of the llouse, 

hatinany of you bold places to the amount of one hundred and fifiy thou- 
cand pounds a-year '—and we think that you have no ri: ché iv live upon us, 
Weare entitled to clain that all who are not disinterested, shall be de- 
prived of the power of voting, and then we shail have spine Chance ot 
redress.” (Hear, hear.) Sue lb was the language the people might justly 
hold, ite should bave liked those delegates to have been pres ent during 
the dast ten daws, when My, Western vbtamed leave to bring ina Bill 
jo repeal the tax upon Malt, and when Lord Castlereagh met that 
lempor ary Ginaph with a phrase at once as elegant a3 it was svothing to 
the ufferiug eG ple—* Do not halloo before you are out of the wood !” 
(Continued cheering and laughter.) Such terms he never could forget. 
i Hear, fear.) ile had been as good as bis word :—he had simnmoned his 
cotruslees from all quarters; and the motion of reduction, which had 
been carried before, was in consequence negatived. This tact spoke 
volumes; but it was not alls a noble Jord, a great agp crandee, 
had fallen a victim to his honest voto; he had iost B00l a year by it. 
(Hear.) This was a direct attack upon the privileces Z parliament. 
What had become of the henourable member for 4 orkshire (Mr. S. 
Wortley)? Where was that redoubted champion of priviese, the mem- 
ber for ‘ion teomery (Mr. Wynn)? The printer of some poor paragraph 
Arainst the house would instantly haw ® been Jaid by the heels by them 
for a breach of privilege; but let the crown make the grossest attack on 
the richts of image uneh. i, and they were dumb and submissive. Was not 
ihis enough toinake aman sick of the word privilege, and much more 
sick: of its chompis ma. (Gree nape tu ithe reigu of Elizabeth, Ser- 
ceant Fortescue, on ap vecasion sumewihat of this kind, replied to an ob- 
jection to sut ply- —* Allis the Queen's hb y riche,” and it might now be 
asserted that © all isthe Ring’s by forces” yct there was much more de- 
cency iD paritament even da “the reien of blizabeth, than now. He had 
drawh ou ip are solution on the ubje ot expressive of his sentiments, and 
which hie submitted for lop tion, tho: igh without much hopes of success. 
the then re ad a re-olution which stated, * that the distres-es of the people 
was admitted by all; and that noiwiths tandin g such applications for re- 
lief, millions Cf aacney hai been vated for without the le ast possible 
reductten; and wis m arke ‘d tuditterence of the eudering of the repre- 
sentative ody to the sufferin 5 of its Constituents is - ily attribut: ible 
to the follos ying g {2 ers vi. ‘_— The ule ik ver V niimerous by. wal y oi Me inember @ 
of this hone derive for themselves, their families. conuexions, and depe n- 
darts, arse pec wary pr Jiston) frum the taxes of the people; and suc} 
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-- wistons for the nieot part are made either for offices altozether useless 
r grossly averp: aid, ind therefore the nttest objects tor immediate cX- 
vetien or reduc tioa; se the holders oF disposers of them in this house have 

a direct pers somal interest 10 resis ting every spec ies of Economical reform 
ejatsoever; that in addition to Wiis great permanent bar to all economt- 
-al reform, the house bas lately witnessed, with the greatest indignation, 

the influence of the crown displayed by its ministers in this house ina 
aoner the most arbitrary, and with the expre-s and avowed object of 
ierfering with its members io the discharge of their duty to their consti- 

‘eats, the Earl of Fife, whe lately held the office of one of the lords of 

the bed. chamber to his Majesty. ti wing recently declared in bis place in 

Hoy house, as one of its members, that he had been dismissed from his 
otice as Lord of the Bedchamber to his Majesty, in consequence of hav- 
nz voted in this house in favour of a bill to repeal a tax upon malt. That, 
udcr all these circumstances, this house \ of opinisn it will better cons 
wr its own honour and the interest of ‘the public by immediately in- 

juiring intothe facts before mentioned, than in going any longer into 

couamniees of supply to vote away the money of the peepte without the 
slightest poscible prospect of reef to the country.” 


© 


To negative such a resolution was easy enough, in 
such an assembly ; but it is already carried with acclae 


mations by the people. The means of acting upon it 
vone are Wanting. 


ane et 


TO THE EDITOR. 


---~+ + —— 














€ 


SiR, 

1 take the present oppe ortunity to avail myself of the 
Kind offer you made some Weeks ago, of Jaying before the pub- 
le the cases of those midividuals, willie have. had the misfortune 
to ineur the displeasure of our immaculate government, and ip 

Consequence the reot have been incarcerated in their dungeous. 
In 1819, 7 opened a shop a Biraingham for the sale of 
political publications, break fast powder, &e. ‘This shop was 
ituated near to one of the hives of corruption in that town, 
and I very soon perceived that I should not be suffered to re- 
wam tH that position without bemg molested by every means in 
the power of these ministerial hornets, who evety time they 
passed by, viewed ory citadel with the most malignant feelings . 
‘Towever, as T bad taken up a good position, f did not feel in- 
cimed to seaden it, because these stinging gentlemen disliked 
ine comumodities Chat f exposed to sale; T was therefore resolv- 

cit to continue as long as it should suit my own convenience. 
'n the beginning of the year 1820, the virulence of the above- 
mentioned wens. was redoubled, as they Saw that the busi siness 
er my shop was greatly increased, and that thereby I was be- 
coming to them a more dangerous neighbour, No opportunity 
Was nezlected, en ti vel part, to show how much they respected 
me. My posting bills was, by their order, torn down; my 
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placard boards shared the same fate ; and every mauceuvre tirat 
their fertile brains could invent, was in turn plaved off for the 
purpose of dislodging me: but let me hasten to the sequel of 
my story. 

In the beginning of Marchi, 1820, I had au occasion to be 
from home for a few days. This was the season for an effee- 
tual attack, An agent of the body, ycleped the Society for the 
Suppression of Sedition, called at my ~ ,and procured, under 
false colours, a pamphict (for which the. author? had been 
previously prosecuted) entitled, “ An Address to the Reformers, 
&e.” With this p rize he bore of. When [returned home, I 
was saluted by a police oflicer, who had a warrant for my ar- 
rest. I was allowed thiee days to provide two sureties, in one 
hundred pounds cach, for my appearance at the ensuing quarter 
sessions; but not being able to comply with this deaned, I was 
c ommitted - -not to the county goal, but to ihe House of Cor- 
rection. 1 was now obliged to associate with characters of the 
most abandoned description; and, in my turn, with them was 
{ compelled to work at the grinding mill. ‘This I suppose was 
in the way of penance for my political transgressions. To be 
brief, at the next quarter sessions T was tried before a bench of 
magistrates and a jury, who i might perhaps be accused of li- 
belling, was I to say they were possessed either of integrity or 
reason. The result was a verdict of guilty, and a sentence of 
twelve months’ imprisonment, to which was added sureties for 
three yous myself in an hundred and two other in twenty 
pounds each. 

During that twelve months I have managed to subsist upon the 
goal allowance, with a very trifling exception, not having re- 
ceived the least assistance from the friends of Reform, ‘That 
twelve months is now expired, and 7 must still continue in pri- 
son for the want of the two sureties for twenty pounds, unless 
this appeal has that eilect upon the Reformers which it ought. 

Your obedient Servant, 


Warwick Goal, April7, 1822. RICH. MANSFIELD. 


N.B. T am happy to state to the friends of Reform, that 
our late fellow prisoner, Charles Whitworth, whose case was 
stated to the public through the medium of this publication, 
was bailed out on the 14th of February jas. 


ee 





——— 
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Mr. Brandis is now serving in this goal the sentence of one 
year’s imprisonment which was pronounced on him iv Noy, last 
by the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench, to which must be 


added, six months iMprisoamient previous to his receiving judg- 
ment. 
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THE BLACKNEB, Ne. LXI. 
ap 


“My Masters of Misrule! 1 have a crow to pluck with you.” 
Oxip Puay. 


401. Itis urged, that, * In the circumstances of divine wor- 
ship aud all inditterent matters, the authority of the legislature 
ought surely to prevail over private opinions. What! if pt- 
vate opinions are agreeable to reason and Divine revelation, 
ought authority to prevail over truth, and tyranny over consci- 
ence? By ‘ circumstances of worsliip aud indifferent matters,’ 
it is presumed you understand --things ‘not éssential to our fu- 
ture happiness. 1 must once more call upon you, my Lord, to 
vindicate upon this footing, the justice and equitableness of our 
reformation from popery. No men of canduur will assert an 
impossibility of salvation is the Romish church and communion. 
How then, accordiug to your reasoning, cia you account for 
renouncing the Catholic taith? But with whom ought authority 
to prevail over private opinions? Not with honest men, and 
give me leave to add (1 hope without offence) not with your 
‘Lordship. With persons cf integrity and judgment, no autho- 
rity will have any weight, but that of reason. Authority bas 
deen urged with equal veal en very different occasious. Autho- 
rity tur Arianism,---as strong authority against it. And nrast 
‘our principles change as authority changes sides? Then we no 
‘longer worship God, but the times. We have the authority of 
‘fathers against fathers, councils against councils, and bishops 
against bishops. Authority has often consecrated error, nursed 
ignorance, and suppressed ‘truth. Authority has made tyrants, 
authority has made slaves, authority has made hypocrites, au- 
‘thority has made ‘creeds, churches, and gods; but mere autho- 
rity has seldom propagated virtue or true religion. Is the legis- 
Jature‘infallible, that we must make it our standard, and submit 
our Judgments to its direction? No, that is the sole preroga- 
five, not of unhallowed laics, but of the church and bishops! 
Why then must we recognise public and established opinions ? 
Tt cannot be always out of deference to truth, 1 presume then 
wy Lord, it must be for the same reason as a late emiuent di- 
vine was induced to serve God to wards the east: Ae that wif 
‘be a rising man, let him worship the rising sun. The design 


Vou. VI. No. Lo. 
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of civil laws is not to settle orthodoxy, but to punish immoraki- 
ties that bear an ill aspect on the welfare of a nation. Neither 
virtue nor knowledge are the offspring of constraint and power. 
Were it so, my Lord, ‘Tyburn Officers would be as great bene- 
factors to mankind, as the consecrators of Christians and 
Churches. But it is to be feared, that though crowds attend 
both in the execution of their respective oflices, yet neither the 
dignity of their characters, nor the solemnity of their functions, 
would transfuse knowledge or virtue into the minds of specta- 
tors.— Rev. Owen. Remarks on two Charges delivered 
by Dr. Smallbrook, Bishop of Litchfield, &¢., 1738. 


sh. mew 





402. Why should not piety be made 

As well as equity—a trade,— 

And men get money by devotion 

As well as making of a motion ;—-— 

Ke allow’d to pray upon conditions, 

As well as suitors in Petitions ;-— 

And in a congregation pray 

No less than Chancery--for pay ?-- 
Samuel Butler. Miscellaneous Thoughts, 1060. 





403. I do not enter into the scandalous practices of nor: 
residence and pluralities, which are sheltered by so many colours 
of law among us; whereas the church of Rome, from whence 
we had those and many other abuses, has freed herself from this, 
under which we still labour, to our great and just reproach. 
This is so shameful a profanation of holy things, that it ought 
to be treated with detestation and horror. Do such men think 
on the vows they made at their ordination—on the rules in the 
scriptures —or on the nature of their function, or that it is @ 
care of souls? How Jong,—how long shall this be the peculiar 
disgrace of our church, which, for aught I know, is the only 
church in the world that tolerates it?--Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 
Bishop of Salisbury.—- History of my own Times, 1723. 


404. When the spirit of liberty forsook the public, grandeur 
had left the private mind of Greece. Subdued by Philip, the 
gods of Athens and Olympia had migrated to Pella, and 
Alexander was become the representative of Jupiter ; still those 
who had lost the substance, fondled the shadow of liberty ; rhe- 
torie mimicked the thunders of oratory, sophistry and metaphy- 
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sical debate—that philosophy which had guided life, and the 
grand taste that had dictated to act the monumental style, 
invested gods with human form, and raised individuals to heroes, 
began to give way to refinements in appreciating the degrees of 
elegance or of resemblance in imitation.--Henry Fuseli, R. A, 
— Lectures on Painting, 1820. 


405. It would be advantageous to be accounted liberal ; 
nevertheless, liberality so used as not to render you formidable, 
does but injure you; forif it be used virtuously and as it ought 
to be, it will not be known, nor secure you from the imputa- 
tion of its contrary. To keep up therefore the name of liberal 
among men, it is necessary that no kind of luxury be omitted,— 
so that a prince of that disposition will consume his revenue in 
those kind of expences, and be obliged at last, (if he would 
preserve that reputation,) to become grievous and a great 
exactor upon the people, and to do whatever is practicable for 
the getting of money—which will cause him to be hated of his 
subjects, and despised by every body else when he once comes 
to be poor: so that offending many with his liberality, and re- 
warding but few, he becomes sensible of the first disaster, and 
runs great hazard of being ruined the first time he is in danger,— 
which, when afterwards he discovers and desires to remedy, he 
runs into the other extreme, and grows as odious for his avarice, 
If then a prince cannot exercise this virtue of liberality so that 
it be publicly known, without detriment to himself, he ought 
(if he be wise) not to dread the imputation of being covetous ; 
for in time he shall be esteemed liberal, when it is discovered 
that by his parsimony he has increased his revenue to a condi- 
tion of defending himself against any invasion, and to enler- 
prise upon other nations without oppressing his own people,— 
so that he shall be accounted noble to all from whom he takes 
nothing away—which are an infinite number, and near and 
parsimonious only to such few as he gives nothing to——. A 
prince spends either of his own, or his subjects, or other 
peoples. In the first case, he is to be frugal: in the second, he 
may be as profuse as he pleases, and baulk no point of Jibe- 
rality: but that prince, whose army is to be maintained with 
free quarter and plunder and exactions from other people, is 
obliged to be liberal, or his army will desert him,—and he may 
well be prodigal of what neither belongs to him nor his subjects, 
as was the case with Cesar, and Cyrus, and Alexander,—for to 
spend upon another’s stock, rather adds to than detracts from 
his reputation, it is spending his own, that issu mortal and per- 
niclous, Noris there any thing that destroys itself like libe- 
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ality; for in the use of it taking away the faculty of asitg ié, 
thou becomest poor and contemptible, or to avoid that poverty, 
thou makest thyself odious anda tyrant; and there is nothin 
of so much importance to a prince to prevent, as to be either 
contemptible or odious,—both which depends much upon the 
prudent exercise of your liberality, On these considerations, it 
is more wisdom to be under the scandal of being miserable,— 
which is an imputation rather infamous than odious,—~than tobe 
thought liberal, and ‘run yourself into a necessity of piaying 
the tyrant,—which is both infamous and odious.—Niccolo 
Machiavelli. The Prince, 15165. 


eee 


406. The reign of Charles the Second, forms one of the 
‘most singular, as well as of the most important periods of history, 
It is the wra of good laws and bad government. The abolitien 
of the Court of Wards, the repeal of the writ De Heretico 
Comburendo, the Trienvial Parliament Bill, the establishment of 
the rights of the House of Commons in regard to impeachment, 
the expiration of the License Act, and above all the glorious 
statute of Habeas Corpus, have therefore induced a modern 
writer of great‘eminence to fix the year 1679 as the period at 
which our censtitution had arrived at its greatest theoretical 
perfection; but he owns, in a short note upon the passage 
alluded to, that the times immediately following were times of 
‘great practical oppression. What a field for meditation does 
this short observation trom such a man furnish! What reflec- 
tions does it not suggest to a thinking mind, upon the inefficacy 
of human laws, and the imperfection of human constitutions ! 
We are called from the contemplation of the progress of our 
constitution, and our attention fixed with the most minute 
accuracy to a particular point, when it is said to have risen to its 
utmost perfection, Here we are then at the best moment of 
the best constitution that ever human wisdom framed? What 
follows? A time of oppression and misery, not arising from 
external or accidental causes, such as war, pestilence, or famine, 
nor even from any such alteration of the laws as might be 
supposed to impair this boasted perfection, but from a corrupt 
and wicked administration, which all the so much admired 
checks of the constitution were not able to prevent. How vaio 
then, how idle, how presumptuous, is the opinion, that Jaws can 
lo every thing !-—and how weak and pernicious the maxim 
founded upon it, that measures, uot men, are to be looked to!-- 


Charles James Fox.—-A History of the early part of the reign 
of James the Second, 1808. 
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.ETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARE, 
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from the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Japan. 





LORD CASTLEREAGH IN LovE!!! 


More miracles, my good friend, more miracles! After 
all the various conjectures, as to the mad tricks, and 
merry blunders, of this * fundamental” statesman, who 
would have conjectured the real ¢mpetus of his actions 
was not discovered ; and that it should be reserved for 
himself, to expound the practical conundrum which he 
exhibits. It is not ambition—not avarice—not vanity— 
not pride—not stupidity—that prompts him to hold the 
helm cf state ;—but— 


‘*the young blood runs frolic through his veins?” 


and the fundamental politician is in Love! The miracle 
is vouched upon his own authority—and that, of course, 
is the highest we can have. This accounts for all his 
smirking, and smiling, when other folks were anticipating 
a tempest in the political atmosphere. His “¢ quirks and 
““ his quiddities,” result from the inspiration of this all- 
subduing passion; and his mistress being kind, how 
could he be otherwise than on the best of all possible 
terms with himself, I think I hear thee say, “* this can- 
“not be! his lordsbip is a married man—a pretender to 
“all sorts of morality—a little religious when occasion 
* suits—and though suspected of not being over-nice 
“ about the morals of his masters, a great stickler for 
““ social order, and the church establishment of first- 
‘fruits, tenth pigs, and tythes!” This may be all very 
true—but love—omnipotent love,—scorns the dull dic- 
tates of all human prudence, and laughs at all the guards 
Which the severity of wisdom would place over its gam- 
bols. The arrows of love are always thrown at random ; 
and oue has actually struck this fundamental placeman ; 
whether in his heart, or his head, or elsewhere, he has 
fot informed the world ; but the fact that he is sfrécken 
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s post all doubt, if himself may be deemed worthy of 
sredit. 

Think not, however, that any common nuistress could 
turn him aside from his connubial and political duties. 
It is not cherry cheeks, pouting lips, sparkling eyes, taper 
himbs, or heaving bosoms, that. could be expected to cap- 
livate a politician so extremely fundamental. Nor has 
he ** temporary ears,” for the fascination of delightful 
sounds, warbled in thrilling estacy from the tongue of 
hear enly inspiration, He is quile a practical man ; and 
like Justice Greedy, is in love with “ éhe substantials,” 
Like Sir Pertinax Macsycophant, he has looked round 
for something worth falling: in love with; and, truth to 
say, he seems to have made love with the same object as 
that Prince of Courtiers—that is, to get the fortune of 
nis mistress, and set her to find the way to heaven by the 
nearest and most expeditious route. Not to perplex thee 
further, this admirer of fundamental features, 

Who turned his back wpon himself, 
And straight to England came, 
is in love with the—agricultural interest! What a 
pretty subject for a political pastoral! The Secretary of 
State making love to a flock of sheep, or a herd of oxen, 
or a stack of hay, as symbols of the object of his excited 
passions! Would it iot be amazingly sentimental ? and 
affecting! Some people here are disposed to treat this 
declaration as a farce; but | have heard, he made the 
declaration, with such appropriate solemnity, that there 
can be nu doubt of its truth. And I was really enraged 
to hear a coarse vulgar farmer to whom I] communi- 
cated the intellizence, burst into a loud horse-laugh, and 
v exclaim —" He love the avricultural interest! Aye. Just 
> as T love my pigs when [am about to cut their throats! 

‘or as [love my oxen, when [send them to the butcher 
—or my ducks and geese when I twist off their necks! 

To be sure he loves the agricultural interest, or any 
other zrterest, if he can get any thing by it; “and he 
has got enough by ayriculture, in conscience to pay 
* for his liking, Why, man, he loves roast pigs, I dare 
say; aud roast ducks, and roast fowls; and other such 
thin ngs, Which must be killed for him, that he may be 
* able to shew his affection for them! Aye, ave, more’s 
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“the pity he loves it so well. Tt would be much better 
“ for the agrieultural interest if he would let it alone:—-for 
“his love is squeezing it now, as the Irishman squeezed 
“his whiskey bottle; and, depend on it, as soon as he 
“ tinds he can get no more out of the agricultural in- 
+ terest, he will kick it out of doors, as he kicked out 
“every other interest, that will not pay for the prin- 
“cipal!” This was said with so much volubility; and I 
was so angry al this censure ef this aazable politician, 
that I had no opportunity ef stopping this sedetzous 
harangue. And when I got home, and began to reflect, 
thought the old farmer not so much in the wrong, in 
his conclusions; for it is well-known that his lordship 
las been jéirting a great deal with every tnxterest in the 
country, for a great number of years: and, as he is married 
already to the boroughmongering interest, he cannot 
incan honourably by any other. But if the man be really 
in love, there is no help for the matter; though # fear the 
avricultural interest is beginning to lose all affection for 
his lordship. He is too costly a lover: and the pantry 
iemplations are evidently his object, that suspicion 
would naturally arise of the sincerity of his intentions, 
then he is always laying his mistresses under contribu- 
tion; out of pretence of taking care of them: and he 
makes out Acs 6idd with all the scrupulous exactness of a 
retail shopkeeper. 

Another person says his lordship is like his parson’s 
wile— 

Who pleased, behold the lambkins’s play, 
And doves them, when she’s told they pay! 


And that, were it not, for what the noble lord wrings 
trom the hard hands of the peasantry, they and the agri- 
cultural interest might jog onto the devil together, not- 
withstanding his affectionate regard. But J, “ to these 
: lying tales pay no regard ;” but believe the Zove that 
ne professes to be really sincere; in which I am_ the 
more conlirmed, since an acquaintance of mine, passing 
the Windows ‘of the Treasury the other day, heard the 
lowing ditty sung most pathetically in a plaintive 
reicey Which for har:nony, and cadexce, he thought much 
resembled the tones, with which Lord Castlereagh usu 
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ally chaunts his lullaby to the members of the Lowe 


House! 
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Ye oxen, how tempting vour hides— 
Ye sheep how delightful your backs! 
Til love ye, whatever hetides, 
At least while ye furnish the tax! 

















How sweet is the barley in ear! 
Yet sweeter wheo cramim’d into sacks, 

To be malted and brewed into beer, 

And coutribute to furnish the lax! 
















How lovely to Van, and to me, 
Ye horses, cart, saddle or backs ! 
Your blemishes we never see, 
As long as ye furnish the tax. 


And soon, ery se the pigs, ere I die! 

Ye vrunters! all, pric k up vour backs! 
Vii promote every pig in his styc 

To the blessing of paying a tax ! 


The Church makes the pig-stye its care, 
But the care of the Stale it now lacks ; 
Yet be comforted, since I declare, 
Mil saddle each pig with a iac! 


Ye poultry, ye ducks, and ye geese ! 
All high i in my favour ye wax ! 

Ye shall. presently rival the fleece, 
In the blessings conferred by a tas! 


Too long has my love been confined, 

To picking the flesh from your backs ; 
While giving, I now feel inclined, 

In love to bestow ye a tax! 





And if, in my love for ye all, 

My memory to mention ye lacks ; 
You have only on Derry to call, 

If ye wish to be blessed with a tax! 


I take this to be quite satisfactory ; and, in the lan- 
suaye of the novelist, | may conclude by observing, that 
with so ardent a lover, if Madame, the avricultural i in~ 
terest, be not truly blessed, i it must be her own fault. 





Thy triend and well-wisher, 


THE BLACK DWARF, 
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SUFFERINGS OF TITE INCARCERATED 
REFORMERS. 





We have often felt it our duty to call the public at- 
tention of the Priends of Reform to what we consider 


a public duty !—vis. thal of alleviating as much as pos- 
»ible the -_—* i th vse who have suffered in the pub- 
fic cause. We have also suggested various expedients, 


by which we bye the end might be attained ; but, 
for want of that stimulus lo general exertion, without 
which every plan must be abortive, they have fallen 
much short of the intended and necessary benetit. Se- 
veral minor funds have been established ; and, as far as 
their funds would allow, have done much good; but so 
much yet remains to be done, that we feel imperiously 
ealled upon to submit every idea that occurs to us, for 
the advantage of our suffering friends. ‘The great object 
x to give relief to ALL; and, without pretending to in- 
demnify them for any losses, te take care that they ex- 
perience no greater privations than the loss of liberty. 
We believe that we have discovered a mode, by which 
every object can be easily, and satisfactorily obtained, 
without much sacrifice on the part of any individual, 
either of money, or time ; and which shall completely 
disarm imprisonment of its worst terrors—famine, and 
despair! Our proposition is this: —The moment any in- 
dividual is committed on a political charge, let some one 
ot those most intimate with the sufferer, call a meeting of 
his immediate friends, and determine what sum may be 
requisite for his comfortable subsistence during the pe- 
riod of his imprisonment. Suppose we take Mr. Lewis, 
for an example, whose imprisonment for TWO YEARS, 
With a tine of 50!. for the mere republication of an se- 
say, Which the Attorney-General dare not prosecute in 
London, strikes us at the moment the most forcibly. Say 
that fifty pounds a year would be the smallest sum, on 
which his wife and himself’ could possibly exist, without 
suffering absolute want. Let a proposition be then made 
to the Friends of Retorm, to subscribe this 50}. per an- 
hum; and let the book be closed when the sum is ob- 
pays Fitty persons at one pound per annum each ; or 
De hundred at ten-shilings per annum each, would 
pr duce the sum; and Mr. Lewis would be taken out of 
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the list of those to be provided for. Let books be gies. 
pravided for good old Katght, for Harrison, for Swan, 
and for every one of those wro have been sentenced for 
doing that which the law did not prohibit; and as fast 
as one individual is provided for, as well as the circum- 
stances will alloc, foj ihe athers be offered {oO the pro- 
tection of some other body of reformers. The great 
advaniage of this mode ts the ceriainiy of relief. The 
individual becomes the PUBLIC PENSIONER, through the 
means of his peculiar subscrijers ; and all the expence 
of general funds, and general correspondence is avoided. 
Besides the assistance is complete, occasional funds can 
only be distributed as they accrue ; and it may be sup- 
posed individuals are constantly assisted by local funds, 
which are unable to make further, or adequate remit- 
tances. Where local funds are established, it would be 
better, to apportion to them the total maintenance of one 
or more individuals, as their contribution might allow ; 
than to continue a casual distribution of their funds, in 
small proportions, to the whole. A resolution of the 
Manchester Fund, says five shillings per week should be 
allowed to each. Now it were better, evidently for 
four local friends to take one individual each; than 
for each to send five shillings to one individual. By 
our plan, every oue unjustly confined would have a per- 
manent commiitee to whom he could always appeal. It 
would be composed of his own friends, to whom he 
could in confidence communizate what delicacy might 
withhold from the eye of strangers :—and it would be ut- 
terly impossible that-any deception, or misapplication of 
the money could arise. In most cases, perhaps, the 
tewnsmen and friends of every party suffering, would be 
enabled to raise the sum required ; but where that should 
not be the case, the addition would be readily procured 
among those who were not actually subscribing towards 
any other; or those who could afford to contribute more 
liberally. Another great advantage would be derived 
from the circumstance, that no greater sum would be 
raised than was actually required ; and thus the gene- 
ral ability of every individual would be left unimpaired; 
except by the demand of actual necessity. This plan 
has been submitted to the friends of Mr. Lewis, at 
Coventry, as an example of what is intended; and ® 
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specimen of the means io be employed ; and we hope te 
have the pleasure of laying before our readers, in our 
next number, an account of the progress made on behalf 
of that deeply injured individual ; whose means of living 
by his profession, (thet of a schoolmaster) has been en- 
tirely destroyed by his incarceration. 

This is a subject we have deeply et heart; and one 
that wecan never root out from our minds, until we 
have secured the means of living to our suffering feliow- 
reformers, when their ordinary resources are tora from 
them by the means which Dr. Lushington describes so 
well, in his speech at the London Tavern, on Wednes- 
day last ; and to which we refer as given in the post- 
script to our first article. 


Cases 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Sylvander is received. The poem would be hazardous to publish. 

Poor Laws.—Several clerical defenders of “ things as they are,” 
have attempted to divert the public attention from the abuses of 
the system, by calling it to the “ cnormous pressure” of the paor 
rates, which they more than hiat ought to be abolished. The Rev. 
Mr. Courtenay, known asa correspondent to a York Journal, is 
one of those who wish it to be believed that the poor are a great 
burthen—and that the burthen should be got rid of, instead of the 
system which forces them to be burthensome. We shall therefere 
address a letter, in our next, to the Rev. Mr. Courtenay, in order to 
shew, that the poor have a better right to the poor’s rate, than the 
priesthood to the tythes; and that the fitera/ify of the nation should 
be curtailed, before its justice; with some other topics very neces- 
sary for priesthood to Know the public understand. 

The suggestions of A. B. have been occasionally considered; but 
there have been various circumstances which have prevented, and 
Which still prevent the experiment from being made ! 

We beg to call the attention of‘our readers, to the statement of 
the Patriotic Benevolent Institution, and we are confident if the 
plan is followed up, it will be productive of much benefit to the 
persons who arenow the victims of unjust oppression. We shail 
be very glad to forward any remittance or receive any subscription 
for the society. The five-shillings sent}by Les Deux Reformateurs, 
has been forwarded to the above Institution. In our next, we shall 
attempt to preach from the “ ¢exts’’ they have afforded us. 


LETTERS TO THE BLACK DWARER. 
 —ee 
THE CRIMINAL PREFERRED TO THE LABOURER. 


Mr. Dwarr,—I wish to call your most serious attention; 
and the attention of the public, to the following statement, 
which has appeared in most of the papers !—‘ The Grand Jasy 
‘ at the Surrey Assizes, having finished their business, the fore- 
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“nan, —— Harrison, took occasion to inform the Judge, pub. 
‘Hiely, that in consequence of a statement made bya prisoner, 
<< gamed Uaswell, who was convicted on Friday of breaking out 
‘of Brixton Hill House of C ofrection, that he was induced ¢ to 
bre al prison, from the shortness of the allowance of provi 
$]U2iS viven to pris oners In that vac! the VISttine inacistratas 
thou: oht it their duty to state what the 1 sllowauce really was: 
n2 mely, a nourd und a haif of tae best bread per diem, dur- | 
ing four duys ia the week; and during the remaining three, 
‘one pound of bread each day, and « quart of good soup ; 
“an allowance of food, which he begged tu add, was Mucy 
GREATER than ANY LABOURER in the county of Surrey 
“ could procure by his udmosi industry /” | 
Now, Mr. Dwarf, tell your readers to put on their explana- | 
tory spect icles; and they will read as plainly inthis statement, 
as the hand-writing was seen on the wall, by Nebuchadnez7 ‘ir, | 
this Aorrible avowal—that the gaolers of the country are 
obliged to treat criminals better, than the state treats the great 
body of its honest labonring popula'ion! ‘Vhe riind shrinks 
with horror from such a staternent—the more particularly 
from the mode in which itis matle—as a matter of exulta- 
tion in refutation of a charge against the gaol allowance! 
We have reached a blessed stage of refine ment, ard cl 
vilization, indeed, when these things are possible:—when 
the wages of the poor wre reduced below what justice 
is obliged to confess is only barely sufficient to keep tle 
bodily frame together. The whole of this boastéd gaol | 
allowance is nine pounds of bread, and 3 quarts of soup | 
per week; whieh, at the present prices, may cost the country | 
about 2s. per week for each criminal. When it is said the | 
labourer cammot obtain this by his utmost industry, it’ means, 
of course, that he cannot average this for each individual in his 
family; and that women and children ineluded, the Jabouring 
population canmot obtain, in the county of Surrey, two shillings 
per head, per week, for their “ utmost industry : yp Now, Mr. 
Dwart, in all your travels, or in all your reading, have you evet 
heard or seen such a state of things as this picture presents ; 
When it is contrasted with the profligate expenditure which the 
poor are plundered to supply! On my soul, Sir, the rich will do 
well to check the progress of information, if they can, for it is 
really miraculous that human patience can carry human suffer- 
ing te such extremes! The wonder is, not that occasione! 
rodoeries, and occasional tumults occur; but that the collective 
mass of suderers should not despise an existence held on the 
tenure of such unrenutticg misery, and throw all things mto 
eontusion! 
The least evil of this state of things, is to effir a premium for 
crime, to those whom distress may have fitted for the fempta- 
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sion! At inmate of these prisons, returned to his old associates- 
points out the posetive advantage of crime. It may pass unde, 
eected:—in the first few instances this is the most probable ;- 

hut when the convicted cu/prit tares better---when it is 
boasted he fares better,---than his fhonesty would enable 
him to live, what terrors can detection, or conviction possess ? 
Not anv, in the slightest degree! aud the miserable are 
driven on the one hand to guilt by distress ; and on the 
other seduced into it, by the certainty that in the punish- 
ment of their offeiices, they will yet fare better—the grand ob- 
ject of human ambitignu—-than they could by remaining honest ! 
Such a state of things would disgrace a horde of savages! and 
if it were possible to continue, it would introduce here that 
worst of all bar barisms, a cevid barbarism, which now desoelates, 
disgraces, aud depopulates Ireland, 

I was deep i in contemplation on this heart-rending subject, 
when my eye elanced upon the merriment of Sir J. Yorke, on 
ihe subject of the game laws. That gentleman, who has ac- 
tively supported the Infamous system, which has ‘de graded the 
labouring population below the cvniaale- inc andition, says he 
thinks ahumble individual like himself, ought to ii able to 
pd lace @ brace of } part? ayes upon lis table, for a second cour se: 
and that the game laws ouglt to be so moditied, as to euable a 
ventleman to give a handsome entertainment ! n The state- 
ment of Nero fiddling, while Rome was burning 


2, never re- 
ceived a more corresponding illustration! When we are com- 


pelled to call such men /egislators, we shudder at the debase- 
ment of regson, which custom has made peremptory. ‘Those 
gentiemen who are expected to attend to the interests of the 
nation, it might be imagined, should first enable every one to 
eat the fruits of his own industry, before they think of second 
courses of mere luxuries for their awn tables; and they might 
remember, that while the labourer is robbed of his first course, 
hy the system which has pillaged to supply, it is insult to talk 
of second courses for those who derive their means of existence 
from the public purse. 

I am free to confess that Esee no reason for hope of an ame- 
horation ; and that i believe the system is destined to perish by 
ts inevitable results. {tis rendering the great mass of the po- 
pulation totally indifferent to all those principles upon whicls 
the basis of society depends. All love of home, or country, all 
proper pride of independence, all is rapidly obliterating from 
the minds of the peasantry. Those who are. better informed 
naturally become discontented —those who remain ignorant, 
become indifferent either fo character, or virtue. They tid 
sll their exertions unavailing, and they became discouraged. 
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They find beggary produce as much as labour, equally re- 
speeted, and as well treated. They see even crime ts an advan- 
tage to well-being ; and its punishment an actual advantage, 
These principles will ere Jong make wider ravages; and the 
poor will think the rich their natural enemies :—<then the Cas- 
tlereagh system will come into full play, here, as in the country 
which was so unfortunate as to give him birth; and its atten. 
dant horrors will affright the country. Assassination will be 


frequent—the destruction of machinery—the conflagration of 


premises, and the inseeurity of either property or life. ‘To 
warn the country of these more than probable evils, is the 
duty of all who think they have perceived them in embryo ; 
and I have not neglected mine. 
Yours, &c., 
AN OBSERVER. 








PATRIOTIC BENEVOLENT INSTITUTION, 


ee eet 


Mr. Enrror,—Permit me, as a zealous friend of those who 
are now suffering for having advocated the cause of Radical 
Reform, to draw your attention to the formation of a Society 
for the relief of those whe are “now pining amid the dun- 
geon’s gloom.” 

Some time since @ meeting was called by a number of per- 
sons friendly to Parliamentary Reform, to consider of the best 
means of atfording relief to those individuals who were con- 
fined for what is called political offences. After some discus- 
sion, it was agreed to recommend every individual to use his 
utmost endeavour to promote a subscription, in the circle in 
which he was known, of a penny per week, and upwards; 
and that sections should be formed in different districts, with a 
Secretary, to collect and receive the subscriptions ; and that 
Mr. West, of 329, Strand, should be Treasurer. That the 
Committee should consist of two persons from each district, and 
meet every Sunday evening at 8 o’clock, at the Crown and An- 
chor, near Gough Square, Ficet Street. That the meeting 
sheuld be open to all who choose to attend ; and that the dif- 
ferent cases of political persecution should be subnntted to the 
Committee, who were to have the distribution of the same. 
‘Phis Society has now been in existence One Month; aud al- 
though itis but very little known, [am happy to say it has col- 
lected £7 14s.; which money has been distributed as fol- 
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Cold Bath Fidds Prison—Mr. Grithn . . £ 
Ditto, Mr: Tyler. 2 «8 
Ditto. Mr Ruge'. « . 16° 0 
Ditto. Mr. Osborne. . 1 0 0 
To Newgate . . . + Mr. Price. . . : 0 0 
1 


—— 


0 0 
O O 


To Dorebester 2... .) Mr. Wedderburn 0 Qa 
To Warwick... . Mr. Whitworth . 0 0 





£7 0 OO 
reaving a balance of 14s. in the hands of the ‘Treasuret. 
Veusting vou will use your utmost endeavour to promote this 
‘ystitution, 1 remain, yours, Ac. 

A SUBSCRIBER. 
PS. Commauieations can be addressed to the Treasurer, at 
329, Strand, 


—_-_ — 


Mi SCE i, LANY. 


PEBLIC MEANS OF REPEALING THE TAXES. 

By an abstract of the proceeds of the revenue for the quarter 
nding April 5, as compared with the same quarter of last year, 
we are happy to perceive a defaleationof 235,051], We say we 
are happy to perceive this: because we are satisfied, while the ad- 
ministration cam go on with their ruinous syslem, they will pro- 
ceed, until every resource is anticipated, and every one in the 
‘country ruined but themselves. While they can obtain meney, 
they will spend it;—and whether it be obtained directly by taxa- 
‘ion, or indirectty by Joan, they will be as extravagant as they 
have ever heen ; and pay as little regard to the prayers and peti- 
tionsof the people, as they have ever done. There rematus no 
coustitutional power to keep them in check, They are the lords 
paramount of the ascendant; and the abuses which they patro, 
nize entrench them so strongly, that the pubhe are unable to dis- 
lodge them, The Whigs might as well attack the Tower with pop- 
sins, and paper builets, as attempt to remove the men, or alter 
the system. The league of the interested and venal, is too firmly 
hound together, for any impression to Le made upon tls ranks ; 
atleast, by the usual means of party skirmishing. Our only re. 
taming hope of redress, is the embarrassment of the finances ; 
and if this view of the subject be correct, it follows that it is the 
absolute duty of every friend to reform, to endeavour to dimimish 
‘hem as much as possible, by frugality in Ube consumption of 
those articles which are most heavily taxed. The funds are up- 
held only by the taxes, In proportion as taxation decreases, the 
security of the fundholder is decreased; and if he lend money, 
he will demand higher rate of interest. ‘Caxation has gone far 
beyond its natural Jimits--namely, the ability of the mass of the 
veople to pay ; and if who can yet pay its demands, evade 
nonsier, however furious itmay be, it 
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will be far too much weakened to bite. An extraordinary and si. 
multaneous exercise of public integrity, combined with but little 
actual self-denial, might throw it upon its bach ina few short 
mouths; and this i iS ~— must be practised, cut of sheer mabihiy, 
in a short period, if ib be not) now done out of jachiatian, 
The deercase of the present quarter, in the Excise, amounts 
to £168,745—a sum, though tifa in comparison with the 
total produce of the excise, of ercal consideration with the 
tatnistry. Wheo amiuliion, or two, is to be added to the debt, of 
the expenditure, it is usual for them to say it is évo brifling for con. 
sideration, Or when a diminution of expenditure ts shewn prac. 
tieable in any departinert, tt ts as usual, for them to exclatyi, 
“Oh! whatis such atriding sum out of the grand total! Whai 
‘relief can such a reduc lich produce? Why, it is not a shilling 
‘‘ apiece to the poople " ‘Thus, on the prop used repeal of the 
Malt Tax, they say—"' why, it will net make abovea bavidaion p 6C iy 
Quart dj Herence | In tie price of beer!” But when a tas is to be de. 
feu ded, we find them stickiing for the thousands whieh they af. 
fect Mt ioameaae as of no importance on the public side of the 
question, The agricultural horse duty, say the minisicy, is“ not 
* adrop of water in the revesue ;” though they wish us to believe 
ita imere drop of water to the public. * It produces £500,999, 
‘Cand cannot be dispensed with, without a substitute 2? This ty 
all very true. ‘This decrease of £255,051, is a loss to the ministry 
of so much patrovage; or produces an enibarrassmeut in the busi- 
ness Of patronage to that amount, All the trickery of the system 
piaced in jeopardy by these defaleations ; aud the slirhte at appear- 
nce Of a decrease of the revenue, © perates more strongly on the 
ministerial nerves, than a hundred notices of motion,— 


Made all in form, 
And pushed on to divisions ! 


To us it does appear a little singular, that the public should 
complain so loudly, bitterly, and generally against taxation, and yet 
subinil to so many items of taxation, which they could then- 
selves repeal! Let none of our timid readers suppose we are 
about to recommend any dangerous measures-—any national con- 
vention-—any resumption of the uatural rights of man—any contest 
with the legislature. Let it alone, in God's name, to plague his 
creatures in its own way: but those who do not like to be so 
placued, bave many means of escaping from its pressure. Any 
man, for instance, can repeal the tax upou tea, as far as conceras 
himself, by prohibiting ils use, in bis own fawnily 5 and he can 
help to repeal it, in every other man’s house, who will follow 
his advice. Before China was discovered, and the use of tea 
known, death made no greater ravages in England than at present. 
‘he custom that has reconciled us ta its use, ni iy be easily super: 
se de A by another custom, or the man who dislikes paying LOO ped 
ceat. fur lea, and would vet pay ce per cent, may repe als soo much 
or tne auly ior iiisSEll, iV COmsil Vii ps4 Oily hoff ES IMMER ; wi ch 
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quent enjoyment, Some men may chuse to repeal three fourths of 
the duty, by consuming oniy one fourth; and so on, until every 
yan im every article, paid only what taxes he pleased ; se Xcept 
indeed _— those of indispensable ne cessity, which his existence 
may requi Some men have a peculiar pre dilection for certain 


ei hr which inveterate habit may have readered 


! essential. 
such men may net chuse to render themselves uncomfortable, by 


the privations. But, independent of this, there are a great 
variety of heavily taxed articles, for which no one cares; and 
every man should look round, and see what ¢aces he can repeal 
ninself, ‘Those who can pay, and will have all they can buy, have 
no right to complain about taxation; and for those who are not 
able to pay, to complain, who hold any means of redress in 
their own hands, to say the Icastof it, isid/e. Mr, Fox’s recom- 
mendation, though inf: imously insulting, was extremely good advice 
_-when he said the people w ho could not pay, should get from the 
first-Hoor to the second, from the second to the garret, and from 
the garret into the cellar! Only we say, do not let the people 
-yait to be forced to do this, when the ‘y cannot pay. Let them 
do it while they can pay. it will | 


be much more comfortable to 
take a little money, to make the 


econd tlooras acre ‘eable as pos- 
aible ; instead of living tn the disagreeable cert: ainty, that a second 
removal willonly pave the way for a third; and the third for 
a lodoment in the streets or the workhouse, 

Suppose aman to diminish his expences from £500 to £300 per 
annuin, He may do this without interfering with any absolute 
comfort. Let him repeal the house and window duty for himsel!, 
in part, by removing into asmaller residence. It would be much 
more effectual than waiting until the House of Commons repeal 
them. Lethim repeal the duty on beer, by- brewing his own :-—the 
duty on wine, ayirits, horses, wigs, and other matters, is more or 
less in his power :—and, wiles it is considered that such a wartare 
could not last any great length of time, and must ensure a vic- 

ory, it must be weakness indeed, that could not muster spirits for 
the contest. 


Meetings for agreements to this effect; and for declarations 


arainst any further use of taxed atticles, than necessity might 
compel; would be much more efficacious than mectings to pe titton 
t! arliaw out, either for reform, or the reduction of tuxation. ‘Che 
excise dutics, amounting to twenty-two millions per annum are 

aMost wholly in the power of the pul Dlic. And these duties are 
the onty security of the fundhoider! being pledged to him for the 
er of what he calls Ais debf! ‘Those who have any comforts 

“Inaining, are yelin a condition to contend against the systent, 
She if they prefer being reduced tor the remainder of their lives to 
the condition of those who are already reduced to beggary, and 
famece, rather than be eontert, for a short period, 


rr} 
5 


to endure 
iVatious, whieh would not trench upon the necessaries of life, 
ts ti) 


reir own—and they must put up with the result: 
bat NO Man has a rie ht to murinur at taxation, who pays One 
farthing in taxes more than he can possibly avoid. 
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Catnornice BinneThis measure, thank heaven, bas cot out of 
the lower house, We are tired of reading the endless repetitions, 
of the same speeches, scarcely diversified in language,and not fat 
all in matter, on both sides of (he question. The Catholic Clergy - 
deem themselves insulted, and aggrieved, by the clauses regulating 

their intercourse with the sce of Rome ; aud, as itis highly pro- 

bable they will collectively refuse to take the oatlis, the bills wil! 

bea standing burlesque of the wisdom of the ‘* great council” of 
the nation. Bet we do not believe the bill is intended to sue 

ceed, by a great portion of its cpyparent supporters. The Lord 

Chancellor has already announced his intention of alming a death. 
blow at if, with his leaden mace, on the first opportunity in the 
House of Lords. Should he miss his aim, Lord Liverpool is ready 
with his premier’s wand.to lull its would-be supporters into a sweet 
Treasury oblivion. Lord Wellington is known to be against any 

concessions to the Catholics. The bench of bishops will hardly 
furnish a single votein favor of the bill; since the great age of the 
Bishop of Norwich may incapacitate him from ap atiendance. Se 
here are the representatives of the church, the army, the law, and 
the government in open array against this unfortunate bill: which 
never can pass, and which will be useless, if not mischievous, if it 
should pass, without a parliamentary reform. That profound le- 
gislator, and sayacious judge, the Duke of Newcastle, who can 
guess at the evidence on oue side by hearing the other, bras written 
a letter to the Earl of Liverpool on this subject ; in which he states 
what he cannvt know; and that which, if he did know, he would 
deserve a whipping for publishing during the progress of the bill. 
«He says ‘the King wiil refuse his consent to the bill, if sent to him 
by the two houses of parliament!” And he not only says this, 
but adds—‘t we are ald well assured he will do this!’ That the 
King might do so, isa point which might be presumed, because 
he has the power—but for any Jord, during the deliberations of the 
“* great council,’ to come forward and tell them they are deliberat- 
ing to no cnd,—that it is known the King will reject the result 
of their deliberations ;—and that a body of  we's” are well aware 
of this, is as gross a piece of presumptuous insolence as can well 
be imagined. But who, iv the name of wonder, are © we” who are 
so ‘ wellaware”’ of this? Lord Liverpool, and this Duke of New- 
castle, and all the cabinet, by the fair construction of the sentence. 
Yet Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Canning can support the measure! 
** Pah ! how this smells!’ His Grace of Newcastle endeavours to 
find out « reason why the people are so indifferent to what their gra- 
cious legislators are about! Ah! here is the matter. ‘Che people 
begin tothink it is of ne consequence whatever may be enacted, 
since the vessel of state is driving on a lee shore, and it can 
matter but very little what surge throws her on the rock upon 
which the pretended pilots are determined she shall split.— 
His Grace thinks the people are tired with their late exertions! 
Pray, your Grace, a word in your ear—they are not fatigued— 
and, what is nore, they will not fatigue themselves by any further 
useless efforts 5 but wait until exertions may be useless. They are 
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ssawa wiser;—they have learnt that it will not serve them, te 
Reep the Catholies in slavery ; and are now heartily laughing both 
at the uproar they used to make against the Catholics; and at-the 
idle expectation that the Catholics will be emancipated, without 
the rest of the mation. Towards the close of his letter, his Grace 
grows bold. He says—‘* I shall trvariab/y oppose to it, (that is, Ca- 
«+ tholic emancipation) EVERY oBsTacLe that the maintenance of 
«pight, and the powers of the constitution of this country, can 
«afford to those who choose to avail themselves of them, for its 
“ defence.” Now, for the maintenance of right, the powers of the 
constitution allows of a recourseto anms! Will his Grace sum- 
mon his vassals to the field, against the Devil andthe Pope? Ff 
he should, be will find them as contemptible as the majority of 
nine, with which the minister was either afraid, or ashamed, to walk 
out of the House of Lords. 


Marr Tax-—Lord Castlereagh hag made good his boast, that 
the triumph of obtaining leave to bring in a Bill for a repeal of 
this tax, should be of short duration, A regular summons to his 
auxiliaries, brought him an array of 242 rank and file; while 
his opponents could only muster 144; 8o that it is quite clear 
his Lordship can do—what he pleases. The agricultural interest, 
as itis called in the honourable House, made but.a poor figure. 
Mr. Gooch, the Chairman of the Agricultural Committee, voted 
against the repeal! although he professed to desire a reduction of 
expenditure ; butche /eft it to the Ministers to determine what taxes 
ought to be repealed! He might as weil have left it to a elutton, 
to say which meal he would dispense with; who would doubtless 
reply,—** Dispense with a regular meal, indeed! Not 1 should 
prefer an extra lunch!’ It is therefore set down that the far- 
mers are to have no relief this season ; any more than the farmer’s- 
men, or any other class of-society. 


Napzes.—The occurrences in this country will disappoint the 
enthusiastic expectations formed by the more zealous friends of 1i- 
berty; but ought by no means to dishearten any one. Degraded 
by a bad system, the Neapolitans have to learn to be men ; bat it is 
more gratifying they sheuld have discovered the characteristic of 
manhood—freedom—than discouraging, that they are not yet in 
Possession of the moral courage requisite to free themselves. The 
poet well observes—**’tis the first wisdem to be fool no more :” 
and again,— 

“« Not to go back, is something to advance, 
‘* As folks must walk at least before they dance,’’ 


The seeds of republicanism are sown; and though it may re- 
guire time, and favourable circumstances, to bring them to mata. 
rity, thes will certainly ripen, and bear fruit. The Austrians 
have reached Naples. Buonaparte reached Madrid, also. He did 
more, He planted a new sprig of legitimate royalty upon the 
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throne—-but it took no roat!. He wag for yeara in POssessing of 
the capital of Spain, vet Spain is free. tadecd, he never was in pbs. 
session of Spain, because the feelings oF Spain were hostile to him ; 
and her despised Guerilias at last conquered his veteran battalions. 
We hope the disbauded troops of Naples will take refuge in their 
native mountains-—in those rocky defences, which freedom may 
mark peculiarly for her own, and yet make the march of the Aus- 
trians upon their capital, terminate ina bridisnt mauner, for the 
independence of Ealy. Wesuspect there has been cinch treachery 
in the feaders—who have apparently jomed the public ery, in 
order to betray the national, resouircese The people cannot be 
such fools, as vot to prefer freedom—the sokhers could hot 
have been so despicabie, as, to, abandon the standard they had 
erected. But even treachery wil pok ovail, ‘The despots have 
effected nothing, while Spain and Portugal remain out of their 
powers and if they venture to attack the peninsula, (which we’ are’ 
inchned to believe they wil} the whole continent will burst inte 
flame; and ont of the buraivg ashes of despotism, the Phacnix of 
iIberly wiih assuredly arise. 


ee ees 


Prrowonrese Revorvrion =A check has been given to thie 
movement, by the desertion of Prince Carignan, But the authors 
of the revolt, do not seem disposed to rchnquish their intentions, 
The Duke de Genevois, to whom: the crown devolves, by the ab- 


dication of the lale king, protests against the proceedings, and 
declares all null and void, which has taken phace.. But thig, 
of course, depends upon the courage of the people, and the swords 
of the soldiery. Tt is wished to make it believed that the people 
take no part in these altairs. If it were so;it would be suficient 
that they suffer Liem to tuke place. Men, particularly large majo- 
rities, are accustomed to oppose what they dislike. The departure 
of the Prince de Carignan has not produced any effect at- Turin. 
The provisional junts unmediateiv determined to act upon its own 
authority; and Count Rosa, Regent of the ministry of war and 
marae, has addressed some spirited proelamaticn. to the natiGh. 
‘That every attempt will be made te crush the revolatton, whiclr 
the ponderors powers of Austria and Russia car produce, is.mal- 
ter of ceriatmiv; bat we trast im that power, and fe those prin- 
ciples, whith have enabled small states to bid desiance to the efforts 
of adespotism, to liberate the Ltalians froay a yoke they, caunot 
but abhor. A bold and able leader only is wanted. Ail the mat- 
erials for resistance are ready to his hinds. Would heaven send 
but a Washington, he woukd soon orgauize aa army that nothing 
could subdue. 


om. aot 
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